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BOOK OF JAMES STUDY
10 teaching sections in the Book of James.
1. Trials [Challenges] and Temptations [Sin] (1: 2-18).
2. Hearing and Doing. [Understanding-Action-Benevolent Care] (1:19-27).

3. Following the Royal Law. (2:1-13)
4. Faith in Action. (2:14-26)

5. Problems with the Tongue. (3:1-12)
6. The Two Kinds of Wisdom. (3:13-18)

7. Quarrelling or Humility (4:1-12)
8. Planning According to the Lord's Will. (4:13-18)

9. Punishment and Patience. (5:1-12)
10. Prayer and Faithfulness. (5:13-19

May 6th  
Introduction to Book of James + James 1:1
Vs. 1 James, A servant (slave) of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the 12 tribes scattered among the nations: Greetings.
a. Servant δοῦλος (doulos) — literally “slave” or “bondservant.”
This is the strongest term, often implying complete ownership or total devotion. It’s widely used in the New Testament (e.g., for a servant of God or Christ).
Discussion question:
1. “Why would James—who was the brother of Jesus Christ—call himself a servant instead of something else?”
2. “If you had to introduce yourself spiritually in one phrase like James did, what would you say?”
3. “What does it look like today to live as a ‘servant of God’ in everyday life—job, family, stress?” 
(Personal question)
Am I willing to look for opportunities where can I serve in Ministry at Westside? 
May 13th – Verses 2-4 
The godly and desired attitude to have during trials/challenges (verses 2-4.)
Vs. 2 Consider it pure [ALL] joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials. of many kinds,
Vs. 3. because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.
Vs. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.
1 What do you think James means by “consider it pure joy” when you face trials? How does that sit with us personally? 
2 Why do you think James says that trials produce perseverance? What kind of perseverance is he talking about, and how have you seen that in life? 
3 Verse 4 says that “perseverance must finish its work so we can be mature”. What does maturity in faith look like, and how can trials help us grow toward that? 
4 Can you think of a time when a difficulty actually helped you grow or see things differently? What did you learn? 
5 How can we encourage each other when we face trials, especially if joy feels distant? What practical steps can we take as a group?
May 20th – verses 5-8
2. The source of strength is needed in order to overcome the trials that we will face. (An unwavering faith in)
Vs. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God who gives generously (orig. unreservedly) to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.
Vs. 6 But when you ask, you must believe and must not doubt. Because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea , blown and tossed by the wind..
Vs.  7 A man like that shouldn’t expect to receive anything from the Lord.
Vs. 8 He can’t make up his mind (Orig. two-souled; KJV=Double minded) and unstable in all they do..

1. What does it mean to ask God for wisdom? How does that differ from just asking for a solution or relief? 
2. James says we should ask in faith, without doubt. What does doubt look like in this context, and how it might affect our prayers? 
3. Verse 6 uses the image of being “like a wave of the sea.” What does it mean to be double-minded, and why does James say that person is unstable? 
4. How do you personally respond when you don’t immediately get wisdom or clarity from God? What keeps you anchored in faith during that waiting period? 
5. How might this passage change how we approach challenges or big decisions—do we rely on our own understanding, or do we trust God’s guidance?

3. The Right Approach to Trials- Humility. (verses 9-11)

Vs. 9 A brother in humble circumstances ought to take pride in his high position.

Vs. 10 But the rich should take pride in their humiliation since they will pass away like a wildflower.
Vs. 11 For the sun rises with scorching heat, and withers the plants; its blossoms fall, and its beauty is destroyed. In the same way, the rich will fade away even while they go about their business. (Death comes to all.)
Questions to keep our group thinking about humility, values, and where we place our trust!
1. What does James mean by saying that a poor person should take pride in their high position, and a rich person in their humiliation? How does that flip our typical values? 
2. Why do you think James uses the imagery of flowers and grass to describe the rich? What does that say about earthly status? 
3. How might a rich person’s pursuit of wealth lead them away from dependence on God? What are the dangers of placing too much hope in riches? 
4. In what ways can we apply this idea today—whether we have little or a lot—so that we remain grounded in humility? 
5. How does this passage challenge common ideas of success or status in our culture? What might it look like to measure success by God’s standards instead of the world’s?

4. Blessedness of Preserving Under Trials (Verse 12)

6. Vs. 12 Blessed is the man who preserves. under trial, because, having stood the test, that person will receive the crown that the Lord has promised to those who love him. (The Victors crown.) 
These questions should help us to think about perseverance, love for God, and the hope we have in enduring faith!
1. What does it mean to be blessed when you endure trials? How does that promise of the crown of life shape how we see hardships? 
2. James says this crown of life is promised to those who love God. What does loving God look like in the middle of a difficult season? 
3. How does this verse help us reframe temptation or suffering? What’s the difference between a temporary trial and a lasting reward? 
4. How might this verse give us hope when we feel like giving up or when we face repeated challenges? 
5. What are some practical ways we can encourage one another to endure trials, keeping our eyes on God’s promise?


5. Temptations, verses 13-16.

Vs. 13 When tempted, no one should say, God is tempting me. For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone;
Vs. 14 “But each is tempted when he is dragged away by his own evil desire and enticed.
Vs. 15. “Then, after desire (vs.14) has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown gives birth to death.
personal accountability, and how we respond faithfully.

1. James says God does not tempt anyone. What do you think this reveals about the nature of temptation and God’s character? 
2. Where do you see the progression James describes—how desire leads to sin, and sin leads to death? How have you seen this cycle play out in your own life or in others’? 
3. Why do you think James emphasizes that sin comes from within us, rather than from God or external circumstances? What responsibility does that place on us? 
4. How can we guard against being deceived by our own desires? What practical steps can we take when we feel a temptation starting? 
5. How does this passage give us a framework for understanding both personal responsibility and God’s role in our growth? How can we hold both in balance?

Vs. 16. “Don't be deceived my dear brothers and sisters.”
James says, "Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters." 
1. What kinds of deception do you think James is warning us about, especially in how we perceive the source of good things in life? How can we make sure we stay grounded in truth when things get tough?

6. The Goodness and Gifts of God and our Response. (Verses 17, 18)
Vs. 17 “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of heavenly lights, who does not change, like shifting shadows.”
Vs. 18 “He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of first fruits. Of all he created.
These questions should help the group reflect on God’s goodness, His unchanging nature, and our identity as His beloved creation.
1. James says every good and perfect gift is from above. What are some examples of good gifts you see in your life? How does this shape how you see daily blessings? 
2. Why do you think James points out that God is unchanging, like a "father of the heavenly lights"? How does God’s constancy help us trust Him in changing circumstances? 
3. What does it mean that God chose us as first fruits of all creation? How does that affect how we see ourselves and our purpose in God’s plan? 
4. How do these verses encourage us to rely on God when we feel uncertain or when life feels chaotic? 
5. What are some ways we can keep our focus on God’s goodness, especially when we’re tempted to blame Him for difficulties? He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of first fruits. Of all he created. 
We are our creator’s Prized possession.”
7. Listening and Doing {The real personal challenge for all of us.} (verses 19-20)
Vs. 19 “My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: everyone should be quick to. listen, slow to speak. And slow to become angry, 

Vs. 20 because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires.
For each of us:
These questions should help the group reflect on listening, self-control, and how we respond in a way that reflects God’s righteousness.
1. James says we should be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become angry. Why do you think he puts listening first, and how does that help us respond more wisely? 
2. Why does James say that human anger doesn’t produce the righteousness that God desires? What kind of righteousness is he talking about? 
3. How do these verses challenge us in our everyday conversations, whether with family, friends, or in conflicts? What’s one practical step you can take this week to be slower to anger? 
4. What do you think it looks like to receive the word of God humbly, as James mentions later? How can we make space to really hear God’s truth? 
5. When have you seen someone’s patience or self-control help de-escalate a conflict? What can we learn from those examples as we apply these verses?

8. Spiritual Laundry for Cleaning the Heart

Vs. 21 “Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you which can save you.
These questions should help the group really focus on how we prepare our hearts to receive God’s word and how it leads to action in our lives.
1. James says we should humbly accept the word planted in us. What do you think it means to accept the word humbly, and how does that contrast with simply hearing it? 
2. James says we should get rid of moral filth and evil. What are some practical ways we can clear out attitudes or behaviors that get in the way of receiving God’s word? 
3. Why do you think James ties receiving the word to saving us—how does God’s word have the power to transform us from the inside out? 
4. How do we guard against just being hearers of the word, but not doers? What steps can we take to put God’s word into action in daily life? 
5. Can you think of a time when God’s word helped you see a situation differently or gave you strength to change? How did that affect your choices?
8b Self-Examination
Vs. 22 “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves, do what it says. 
Vs. 23 “Anyone who listens (same as verse 22) to the word but does not do what it says. It's like someone who looks at his face in a mirror.”
Vs. 24 “And, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.”
Vs. 25 “But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it - not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it - they will be blessed in what they do.
These questions should help the group focus on integrating God’s word into real, practical life.
1. James says we should be doers of the word, not just hearers. What are some examples of how we might just hear the word without acting on it? 
2. James warns that a hearer who doesn’t act is like someone who looks at their face in a mirror and forgets. Why is this a powerful image? How do we often forget what God shows us? 
3. What does it mean to look intently into the perfect law that gives freedom? How does living by God’s word actually bring freedom instead of restriction? 
4. Think of a time when you acted on something you heard from Scripture. How did that action shape your faith or your perspective? 
5. How can we build habits that help us not only hear God’s word but let it shape our daily actions? What practical steps can we take to be doers?
Christians must respond (“do what it says”) to the Word, not merely listen to it and let it become like water on a duck’s back to our hearts?
Vs. 26 “Those Who consider themselves religious. And yet do not keep a tight rein on their tongue. deceives themselves, and their religion is worthless.”
Here are discussion questions for James 1:26 (NIV)—“keep a tight rein on their tongue… their religion is worthless”:
1. What does it look like today to “consider yourself religious”? What are common markers people use?
2. Why do you think James connects speech so directly to the value of someone’s religion?
3. What kinds of “tongue” sins do you think this verse is addressing (gossip, harshness, exaggeration, complaining, online comments, etc.)?
4. What does “keep a tight rein” imply—occasional self-control, or continual discipline? What makes that hard?
5. How can someone be self-deceived about their spiritual maturity? What are warning signs?
6. How do we tell the difference between truthful speech and harmful speech, especially when we feel “right”?
7. What role do you think anger (see 1:19–20) plays in failing to control the tongue?
8. What spiritual practices help most with speech (pausing, prayer, Scripture, accountability, confession)?
9. When have you seen someone’s careful words build faith and unity? What made their speech different?
10. What’s one conversation (or communication habit) you sense God calling you to handle differently this week?
Vs. 27 “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless. Is this: to look after orphans and whittles in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.
Here are discussion questions for James 1:27 (NIV) only:
1. James says “religion that God our Father accepts” is pure and faultless—how is that different from how people usually define “being religious”?
2. Why do you think James highlights orphans and widows specifically? Who are “orphans and widows” equivalents in our community today?
3. What does it practically mean to “look after” someone—time, presence, advocacy, financial help, prayer, relationships?
4. How can we help people in distress in a way that preserves dignity rather than creating dependence or drawing attention to ourselves?
5. What kinds of “distress” do people face that may not be obvious (grief, loneliness, legal/financial pressure, illness, mental strain)?
6. What does it mean to keep oneself from being “polluted by the world”—is James talking about behavior, values, thinking, entertainment, priorities, or all of these?
7. How do compassion (serving others) and holiness (staying unpolluted) work together, and how can either one become unbalanced?
8. What are subtle ways the “world” can shape our motives even when we’re doing good (recognition, control, comfort, tribalism)?
9. Where is God inviting you personally to step toward someone in need this week—and what might obedience look like?
10. What safeguards or habits help you stay spiritually “clean” while still being present in messy situations with people who are hurting?
Summary Statement for Verses 19-27
James 1:19–27 (NIV) ties together how believers receive God’s Word and how they live it out.
James urges believers to be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become angry, because human anger doesn’t produce God’s righteousness. He calls them to remove moral filth and rampant evil and to humbly accept the implanted word that can save them. But receiving the Word isn’t enough, believers must be doers, not merely hearers, otherwise they deceive themselves. God’s Word is like a mirror that reveals what needs changing; the blessed person is the one who looks into God’s “perfect law” and continues in obedient action. James then gives concrete examples: controlling the tongue, caring for orphans and widows in their distress, and keeping oneself from being polluted by the world—marks of a faith that is real and pleasing to God.
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